Myocardial viability--mechanisms of reversible myocardial dysfunction and diagnosis in coronary artery disease.
The natural history of ischaemic myocardium and numerous revascularisation studies have proved that it is clinically important to distinguish viable but dysfunctional myocardium from irreversibly injured muscle in patients with coronary disease. A large variety of invasive and non-invasive methodologies are available for the detection of myocardial viability. This review focuses on the value and limitations of the current diagnostic approach to the recognition of stunned and hibernating myocardium in the light of the current understanding of their pathophysiological mechanisms.